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Another year is passing by and we are about to enter into the second 

decade of this twenty-first century.  During the fifteen years that I have owned 

my TriPacer I have witnessed a steady stream of awesome examples of restored 

ShortWing Pipers emerging just about every year.  Even Niner-4-Charlie had an 

internal check-up and face lift during the decade and even though I am really 

quite proud of him, I am constantly kept in my place when flanked by Oshkosh 

award-caliber Short Wings at our monthly fly-ins. 

Which brings me to my year's end habit of summing up the Chapter's activities for the whole 

year.  As I may have said before (and I probably have) "If you don't measure and quantitate it, it ain't 

ÚÊÐÌÕÊÌɆȱȭȭ so here are the statistics for 2009: 

Of 10 scheduled fly-ins, 4 were canceled due to inclement weather.  At the remaining 6, we had a 

total of 31 Ʌ×ÓÈÕÌÚɯȹÈÝÌÙÈÎÌǻƙǶɯ×ÌÙɯÌÝÌÕÛȺɯÈÕËɯƚƚɯÚÖÜÓÚɯȹǻɯƕƕɯ×ÌÙɯÌÝÌÕÛȺȱ-ÖÞȮɯÈÚɯÈɯÔÈÛÛÌÙɯÖÍɯÍÜÓÓɯ

disclosure, I should point out that I have chosen to calculate the averages based on the 6 fly-ins that 

actually occurred, rather than on the basis of 10 that were scheduled.  (This may be construed as a 

statistical "trick" of which I'd rather not be accused).  I would also point out that the averages are affected 

by the high turnout at Patti and Kenny's "Hotter-n-Hades" BBQ in Lawrenceburg in August (10 planes/28 

souls) as well as the low turnout the following month at Beech River (94C et moi J).   However, 

considering the unusual weather patterns (Climate Change??)  we experienced this year I think we did 

pretty well.  Letɀs hope/pray for the best of weather next year. 

Of course the dominant activity of the year was the SWPC Convention in Knoxville led by 

Barbara and Gilbert, with able and energetic support by a bunch of y'all in the Chapter.  The Convention 

was undoubtedly a great success both in statistical terms, attendance and financial, but also in the very 

positive feedback from those who came from all over.  Tennessee, or should I say "The Mid-South", 

acquitted itself well! 

And so, with Christmas almost over, I look to the future with optimism.  The Short Wing Piper 

Club and, more specifically, the Tennessee Chapter is vigorous and active.  Let's work to keep it so and 

even make it prosper more.  I am looking forward to a lively year ahead, to meet with old friends for 

those four F's and maybe to rope in some newer (maybe younger?) folks who are enthusiastic about 

aviation and possibly Short Wing Pipers.   

I wish each and every one of you a happy, healthy and potentially wealthy New Year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From The Lead Position                                                           Tom Brent, Chapter President                                        
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Happy Holidays, folks!  I didnɀt think I was going to get this issue done 

until next year!  Suffice it to say that this is a very busy time of the year.  Thatɀs 

my excuseȱand Iɀm stickinɀ to it!  J  I hope everyone had a cheery, 

heartwarming holiday, with lots of your favorite thingsȱincluding flying! 

And, speaking of that, I hope to see everyone at Houston County (M93) 

in about three weeks.  If youɀre hungry for catfish, then you will definitely want 

to be there.   Letɀs hope the weather gods will cooperate and give some Short 

Wingers a break!  Weɀre due, arenɀt we? 

In keeping with the festive holiday mood, Iɀm sure when you read Larry Jenkinsɀ story in this 

issue you canɀt help but be reminded of a little boy at Christmas!  He shares his ride in a B-17 and you can 

feel the adrenaline rush and excitement, as he tells about this wonderful opportunity that opened up for 

him.  If we canɀt actually fly in  B-17, then Larryɀs story is the next best thing to being in that left seat!   

Enjoy! 

We have openings for our February and March meetings, so chime in if you have a suggestion for 

a good meeting place.  In April Jim Butler has offered to host our meeting at Henderson, KY.  Heɀs 

planning to give a ride to an 80-years-young pilot who has never flown in a TriPacer or Pacer.  Well, we 

canɀt let that go unchallenged, can we?  Her husband was instrumental in starting Don Davis Aviation 

and the airport in Henderson and sheɀs a former flight instructor.  Her birthday is in April, so I think 

some special flights are in order!  Sounds like fun to me! 

Take care, everyoneȱand enjoy ringing in the New Year.  Remember all the fuss about Y2K?  It 

seems like that was yesterday, not 10 years ago!   At midnightȱif weɀre still awakeȱDavid and I will 

raise our glasses to all our friends in the TN Chapter and our Short Wing friends scattered across the 

land.  Cheers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Our membership as of December 31, 2009 includes (in no particular order) 

the following folks: 

 

Keith and Mary Beth Sargent, Jim & Candy Butler, Bobby & Nancy Irby, Paul & 

Vickey Bale, Tom & Alva Brent, David Brown, Ken & Bonnie Eckel, Steve & Kim 

Marcozzi, Jim & Martha Passalacqua, Delton Perry, Gilbert & Barbara Pierce, Ron 

Spence, Stan Stone, Curt & Rolls Ammons, Kenny & Patti Brown, David & Deb 

Geiger, Jim & Beth Hudgin, Larry & Jenny Jenkins, Ron & Jackie Collier, Frank 

Sperandeo, Ray and Charlotte Lynn, Joe Fleeman, John Hayden, Will & Rose Rainey, Frank Civera, John 

Dodson, Bob & Lola Ramsey. 

 
 

Notes From The Bean Counter                   David Geiger, Treasurer  

Notes From The Steno Pad             Deb Geiger, Secretary/Editor  
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President:    Tom Brent     president@fly-4-fun.net     662-223-6257 
Vice President:  Kenny Brown     vicepresident@fly-4-fun.net     931-766-1794 
Secretary/Editor: Deb Geiger     secretary@fly-4-fun.net  618-684-3151 
Treasurer:  Dave Geiger     treasurer@fly-4-fun.net    618-684-3151                 

 Webmaster:  Curt Ammons    webmaster@fly-4-fun.net     662-429-8558 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                

 
 
                                                                

 
 
Lots of ideas were floating around, to include Dexter, Sikeston, Bowling Green, Owensboro, Lake Barkley, 
Beech River Fly-In, KY Dam, Memphis, Moontown, Key Largo (for the truly ambitious)éas you can see, 
WE NEED YOUR INPUT!!! 
 
 

JANUARY 16, 2010 M93 Houston County ð McKinnon, TN 
FEBRUARY   Open 
MARCH   Open 
APRIL   Henderson, KY ð Jim Butler 
MAY   Lewisburg, TN ð Jim & Beth Hudgin 
JUNE   SWPC Convention ð Ohio 
JULY   Open 
AUGUST  Hotter ôN Hell BBQ ð Kenny & Patti Brown ð Lawrenceburg, TN 
SEPTEMBER  Lee Bottom Fly-in ð Madison, IN   
OCTOBER   Open 
NOVEMBER  Open 

  
 

                        J   (Still holding out for Key Largoépreferably in chilly October or November!)  J 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Call your òossifersó with any questions about the 
Tennessee SWPC  or to purchase patches or decals!  

Weõll be happy to help! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

How to contact your TN SWPC òOssifersó 

mailto:president@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:vicepresident@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:secretary@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:treasurer@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:webmaster@fly-4-fun.net
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The Memphis EAA Chapter 182 was host for the B-ƕƛɯɁ ÓÜÔÐÕÜÔɯ

.ÝÌÙÊÈÚÛɂɯÖÝÌÙɯÛÏÌɯÞÌÌÒɯÌÕËɯÖÍɯƕƚɯ.ÊÛÖÉÌÙȭɯɯ,ÌÔÉÌÙÚɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÊÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯ

volunteered to assist with the visit of the aircraft.  We pulled the propellers 

through, before the first start up of each day, to check for hydraulic lock, 

took tickets from the riders, sold souvenirs, and talked to a lot of people 

about the airplane and EAA. What I have just described was a very 

enjoyable experience.  Those who bought rides on the B-17 were ecstatic for 

having had such an experience.  The WWII veterans who flew the B-17, were very glad to get to see a B-17 

up close again, and to get to ride in it without hostile fire.  Saturday and Sunday the weather was perfect 

for those who were fortunate enough to ride in the B-17. 

On Saturday, there was a list passed around for volunteers from the host chapter, to sign up for 

the flight Monday from Olive Branch, MS to El Dorado, AR.  I was thrilled to see my name on that list, 

because I was going to get to experience what I had observed others experienced over the week end.   

Monday morning, the weather was CAVU, with the wind out of the southwest at about 12 knots.  First 

job was to pull the propellers through, and I am glad we had enough 

men to share this chore.  It requires more effort than I imagined, but 

was a wonderful feeling being so personal with this great airplane.  

The next event was the preÍÓÐÎÏÛɯÉÙÐÌÍÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯɁÑÜÔ×ÌÙÚɂȮɯÈÚɯÛÏÌɯÊÙÌÞɯ

called us.  We were shown the emergency exits and told to buckle up.  

The interior of the aircraft is very Spartan, with no insulation or 

sound proofing.  They had ear plugs for hearing protection.  We were 

told once airborne we would be given the signal to unbuckle and we 

could feel free to walk about the whole airplane!   

Now all secure, the big round engines come to life.  The noise, vibration, and anticipation of flight 

in this aircraft,were awesome!  Soon we taxied to the run up area and went through the run up check.  

Looking out you could see many people watching us as we taxied, as the Aluminum Overcast was the 

main attraction of the day.   

Takeoff was on runway 18, and I thought we were going to fly southwest over H 75.  To my 

surprise, we made a left turn and circled back around on the north 

side of Olive Branch. We proceeded west over Memphis International 

for the scenic route, then turned south west on course to El Dorado.  

The winds aloft were rather strong, out of the southwest, giving us 

an unwanted head wind, but it was good for us ɁÑÜÔ×ÌÙÚɂȮɯÈÚɯÐÛ gave 

us more flight time.  The pilot kept us low at 2,500 feet, so as not to 

buck too much head wind.  Our line of flight was down the 

Mississippi River and across 

south east Arkansas. 

The melodious sound of those big radials sounds just as good on the 

inside as they do when they pass over head.  The tips of the propellers 

are very close to the fuselage, and you could feel the impulse of the 

passing blades.  It was just a joy to see those great big fans turning!  I 

guess I am a mechanical sentimental, and I tend to animate 

mechanical contraptions.  What faithful servants! 

T he Best SpaceòAó Flight I Ever Had                 by Larry Jenkins 
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Because we had about 2 hours flying time, I had an opportunity to think about what kind of 

airplane I was flying in, and those who had flown the B-17 in combat.  They were young heroic men!!!  

They were really asked to put their lives on the line our country.  The fortress is heavily armored, as far as 

guns were concerned, but the airplane is slow, flew at freezing altitudes, 

and riding in one of those turrets or the tail gunner position took 

unbelievable courage.  I cannot imagine how you psyched yourself up to 

man those position.  It is not hard to conclude these were death traps, 

and many of our fighting men paid the supreme price in those positions.  

I did look, but did not find any war notes from Rosy the riveter.  Many 

patriotic women built these flying fortresses, and in a way flew those 

heroic missions with their men. 

Then the big surprise came when I was up on the flight deck 

and the pilot offered and allowed me about 10 minutes stick time in 

ÛÏÌɯÓÌÍÛɯÚÌÈÛȵɯɯ(ɯËÖÕɀÛɯÒÕÖÞɯÖÍɯÈÕàÛÏÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÈÝÐÈÛÐÖÕɯÛÏÈÛɯ(ɯÏÈÝÌ felt 

more emotional about.  I got to change the heading and correct for 

altitude, so I got to feel the character of the fortress, just a little bit.  

She is an awesome airplane, and the privilege of a life time was 

ÔÐÕÌɯÛÖɯÚÐÛɯÛÏÌÙÌɯÈÕËɯÚÌÌɯÛÏÌɯÉÖÔÉÌÙɯÍÙÖÔɯÛÏÌɯ×ÐÓÖÛɀÚɯperspective.  

What a challenge it must have been for our young pilots to fly these 

airplanes after combat damage.   

Sitting in the nose of the airplane, where the Norton bomb sight was located, was another 

experience I had to get accustomed to.  You take the seat and you are just behind the plexi-glass bubble.  

It must have taken a lot of concentration to accomplish a bombing mission from that position.  With the 

exploding flack and enemy aircraft shooting at you, it must have taken the most courageous young men 

to man this position.  Returning to base, I can make no fun of those who kissed the ground.  The joy of 

having completed all their missions into enemy territory must have been a great relief. 

I am grateful to the EAA, pilots and crew, and all volunteers 

who lovingly restored the Aluminum Overcast.  It deserves all the 

pampering and recognition it is getting.   What a joy for this experience! 

El Dorado came too soon, and the Aluminum Overcast was in 

another position for more rightful recognition.  This airplane is a faithful 

servant that is keeping the memories of our past fighting men alive. 

3ÏÌɯÚÐßɯÖÍɯÜÚɯɁÑÜÔ×ÌÙÚɂɯÙÌÕÛÌËɯÈɯÝÈÕɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯƙɯÏÖÜÙɯËÙÐÝÌɯÉÈÊÒɯÛÖɯ

Olive Branch.  The trip home was a lot of fun.  Every time a cell phone 

ÙÈÕÎȮɯàÖÜɯÒÕÌÞɯÞÏÈÛɯÞÈÚɯÊÖÔÐÕÎȭɯɁ(ɯÎÖÛɯÛÖɯÍÓàɯÛÏÌɯ!-ƕƛɂȭɯɯ 

Again, thanks to everyone who made this experience possible. 
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                         A ride in Aluminum Overcast  ɬ this is what Larry whispered in Santaɀs ear! 

 

              What a thrill to ride in this amazing piece of history!  Sheɀs just a bit bigger than a TriPacer! 

 

 

 

Thanks for sharing your B-17 adventure with us, Larry!  If you have a story to share, 

please send it to me.  We love to hear about your aviation experiences! 

 

So long, until next year! 


