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The month started well for me and my TriPacer, "Niner-4-

Charlie".  On Saturday, the sixth day of June, the 65th anniversary of    

D-Day, we took a bunch of Ripley, MS school kids for Young Eagles 

flights and were rewarded by having our picture in the local newspaper 

the following week.  I spent the week leading up to the BIG 

EVENT….the long awaited SWPC Convention…by preparing (purging) 

my digital camera, lubricating my ten year old laptop and finding yet 

another cheap, light-weight printer, all for my prospective photographic duties in Knoxville.   I 

also crammed every connector and cable I could find into a bag to cover contingent hook-ups 

with projectors or other such stuff. 

The day  finally arrived.  I left home under sunny skies and even though there were 

regional thunderstorms with which other folks arriving on that Saturday had to contend, I 

never saw any weather. 

From the moment I landed at DKX I experienced what I hope everyone else enjoyed 

throughout the next six days…..Southern-style hospitality!  Jim Butler and his crew  were 

quietly and efficiently welcoming folks and parking planes.  Tony Huddleston and Paul Bale 

were at the tent which was equipped with a fan to provide a cool breeze and a cooler with icy-

cold drinks.  Fred Mayes and his crew were already running continuous shuttle service to the 

Crowne Plaza and it wasn't long before we were settled in there for the week's stay. 

As the Convention events unfolded during the next several days it was apparent how 

the meticulous planning and hard work by all the volunteers 

under the unassuming yet highly effective leadership of 

Barbara and Gilbert Pierce was paying off.   Kenny Brown 

did a stalwart job as our MC during all the more formal 

occasions including the business luncheon and banquet.  Our 

keynote speakers, Bob 

Minter and Sparky 

Barnes were warmly 

received;  and the FAA 

awards made to Keith and Mary Beth Sargent at the 

banquet were icing on the cake.  

I could go on and on, but I'm sure y'all will see 

much written and many photographs shown of the events 

and people and planes at the Convention in upcoming issues of the SWPNews.  Meanwhile, 

pictures taken by the photo-volunteers can be seen on the Convention web page. 
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Now we must look forward to the more mundane activity that we as a chapter are used 

to.  I, for one, feel a sense of anticlimax now the big event is over;  however at the same time, the 

Convention has made me even more aware of the unique camaraderie and expertise that Short 

Wing folks share….. and of the special-ness of our breed of aero-steeds… 

We have some good fly-ins planned for the months ahead so I'm sure we're going to 

experience a good measure of them Four Effs! 
 

 

Since this is Convention month, this newsletter will serve to mark the 

occasion with a big THANK YOU to everyone who worked so hard to pull off 

this monumental task!  In the beginning we had reservations about whether we 

could get it done, but everyone pitched in and made a great effort!  We all 

worked well together and under the terrific leadership of our Chairpersons, 

Barb and Gilbert Pierce, we knew what had to be accomplished.   

If you’re reading this and you attended the Smoky Mountain High, then 

we hope we were successful in making your convention one to remember!  If you weren’t able 

to join us in Knoxville, we missed you and hope you’ll check out all the great convention 

pictures on the SWPC website.  Just click on the link and you’ll find the official convention 

webpage with the photos. 

Since we are winding down from all the activity, we won’t meet in July, but come 

August, be prepared to gather at 2M2 in Lawrenceburg, TN for the “Hotter ‘N Hell” BBQ , 

hosted by Kenny and Patti Brown!  Mark your calendars for the third Saturday, August 15, and 

get ready to enjoy ”them 4-Fs!”   

Until then, safe flying! 

 

 

Our membership as of June 30, 2009 includes (in no particular order) the following 

folks: 

 
Keith and Mary Beth Sargent, Jim & Candy Butler, Bobby & Nancy Irby, Paul & 

Vickey Bale, Tom & Alva Brent, David Brown, Ken & Bonnie Eckel, Steve & Kim 

Marcozzi, Jim & Martha Passalacqua, Delton Perry, Gilbert & Barbara Pierce, Ron 

Spence, Stan Stone, Curt & Rolls Ammons, Kenny & Patti Brown, David & Deb 

Geiger, Jim & Beth Hudgin, Larry & Jenny Jenkins, Ron & Jackie Collier, Frank 

Sperandeo, Ray and Charlotte Lynn, and Joe Fleeman. 

Membership dues are once again kindly asked for. Please remember that your dues payment is for the 

calendar year 2009. I need to point out that your dues to this organization do not qualify as a bona fide 

charitable contribution!   

 

Notes From The Bean Counter                   David Geiger, Treasurer 

Notes From The Note-Taker           Deb Geiger, Secretary/Editor 
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President:    Tom Brent     president@fly-4-fun.net     662-223-6257 
Vice President:  Kenny Brown     vicepresident@fly-4-fun.net     931-766-1794 
Secretary/Editor: Deb Geiger     secretary@fly-4-fun.net  618-684-3151 
Treasurer:  Dave Geiger     treasurer@fly-4-fun.net    618-684-3151                 

 Webmaster:  Curt Ammons    webmaster@fly-4-fun.net     662-429-8558 

 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
 

 
  

   2M2 at Lawrenceburg, TN – home of the 
   world-famous “HOTTER „N HELL” BBQ!  
 

 
 
 
 
 

Look for more pictures from the 2009 SWPC Convention in next month‟s Gazette,  
coming soon! 

                                     

 

How to contact your TN SWPC “Ossifers” 

Call your “ossifers” with any questions about the 

Tennessee SWPC  or to purchase patches or decals!  

We’ll be happy to help! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 

2009 TN SWPC Schedule of Fly-in Events! 
Please note the irregular dates for the September and 

October meetings.  
 

 

 

July  Time Off for Good Behavior 
 

August 15  Hotter ’n Hell BBQ…Lawrenceburg, TN 

(2M2) 
 

September 26* Beech River Regional Fly-In (PVE)  

  (4th Saturda y)  
 

October 10*  Gaston’s (3M0) 

 (2nd Saturda y)  
 

November 21 Open 
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