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So, is the long winter and spring that seems to have been bent on 

foiling our yen for the four F's really over?  The penultimate day of May, the 

rain date for our regular monthly fly -in, proved to be a fine flying day 

throughout the region.  Keeping in mind the hour that would be lost by 

crossing time zones, I had departed Ripley, MS at 07:00 CDT sharp so as to 

reach Knoxville Downtown Island Airport at 11:00 EDT.  Shortly after 
reaching my cruising al titude I briefly talked to Gilbert Pierce on 122.75  and 

figured that we would reach DKX at about the same time.  A smooth 

uneventful flight took me directly over Lawrenceburg (2M2) and Tullahoma (THA) where I looked out 

for Kenny Brown and then Jim Miller .  Parenthetically, Gilbert just cleared the runway as I entered the 

pattern.  

There was already a good line up of Short Wings when I taxied in and we ended up with a total 

of 9 aeroplanes, with an example of each Short Wing Piper type. 

Three PA22 TriPacers of Mark and Becky Hruz , 
Kenny and Patti Brown , and Tom Brent ;   Jim Butler 's PA22 

Pacer;  Two PA16 Clippers of Gilbert and Barbara Pierce  and 

Mac Barksdale ;  Jim Miller 's (Navy) PA22 Colt;  and Jim 

Hudgin 's PA17 Vagabond.  To cap it off Larry Jenkins  fl ew 

his RV-n? at a high rate of knots being only marginally late 

although unaware that Knoxville is not on Central Time J. 

Mac was accompanied by Mark Smith  and Jim Hudgin by his son Brent Hudgin .  Additionally, 
Ron Collier  drove in and I was joined by my s on Matt and 3 year-old grandson Zach making for a total 

of 16.5 souls.  (Does a three year-ÖÓËɯÖÕÓàɯÏÈÝÌɯÏÈÓÍɯÈɯÚÖÜÓȳɯɯ.*ȮɯÔÈÒÌɯÛÏÈÛɯƕƛɯÚÖÜÓÚȱȭȺȭ 

We made the brief drive to the Crowne Plaza for a quick look around before walking to The 

Brewery for lunch.  The food was excellent and since I was not flying back that day I was able to enjoy 

one their fine locally brewed ales. 

Discussions over lunch centered on the details of the 

upcoming Convention.  Gilbert and Barbara have gotten everything 
well organized so we're quite ready for the big event.   Back at the 

airport, after lunch, we were 

joined by airport staff (Dustin, 

Justin and Steve) to walk over 

the grass area that will be 

dedicated for SWPC airplane 

parking and taxiing as well as automobile, RV, etc. access and 

parking. 
And so the afternoon wore on and folks with long trips home 

started to depart, until there was just my solitary TriPacer still sitting 

on the ramp and Matt, Zach and I withdrew to the house where Betsy was slaving over a hot stove to 

pr ovide supper for the menfolks Jȱȭȭ 
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My trip home next day was again uneventful, except the afternoon build -ups had me climb all 

the way to 10,000 MSL to stay in smooth clear air. 

I am really looking forward to the Big Convention that officially starts on Mo nday, June 29.  

,ÈÕàɯÍÖÓÒÚɯÞÐÓÓɯÉÌɯÈÙÙÐÝÐÕÎɯÖÕɯÛÏÌɯ2ÈÛÜÙËÈàɯÈÕËɯ2ÜÕËÈàȱÈÕËɯ(ɯÍÖÙɯÖÕÌɯ×ÓÈÕɯÛÖɯÉÌɯÐÕɯ*ÕÖßÝÐÓÓÌɯÖÕɯ%ÙÐËÈàɯ

the 26th. 

   If you haven't already registered and made your hotel reservations, do it now!  This is going to be 
the best SWPC Convention ever!   See y'all in Knoxville! 

 

 

 
  8ÌÚȮɯÞÌɀÙÌɯÎÌÈÙÐÕÎɯÜ×ɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯƖƔƔƝɯ26/"ɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕȱÈÕËɯÖÜÙɯ

excitement and desire to make this a convention to remember go unmatched!  Since 

ÛÏÐÚɯÐÚɯÊÖÕÝÌÕÛÐÖÕɯÔÖÕÛÏȮɯÞÌɯÞÖÕɀÛɯÏÈÝÌɯÖÜÙɯÜÚÜÈÓɯÛÏÐÙËɯ2ÈÛÜÙËÈàɯÎÈÛÏÌÙÐÕÎɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ

gaggle.  That leaves plenty of time to make your travel arrangements, find your 

suitcases, arrange for pet sitters (thank goodness for my parents!) and get ready to 

explore Knoxville with good friends!   
6ÌɀÓÓɯÈÓÚÖɯÚÒÐ×ɯÖÜÙɯÙÌÎÜÓÈÙɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÐÕɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÕÛÏɯÖÍɯ)ÜÓàȮɯÛÏÌÕɯ ÜÎÜÚÛɯÐÚɯ

upon us and ÐÛɀÚɯÛÐÔÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ'ÖÛÛÌÙɯȿ-ɯ'ÌÓÓɯ!!0ɯÈÛɯ*ÌÕÕàɯÈÕËɯ/ÈÛÛÐɯ!ÙÖÞÕɀÚɯ

ÏÈÕÎÈÙȭɯɯ8ÖÜɯÒÕÖÞɯÛÏÈÛɀÚɯÈÕɯÌÝÌÕÛɯàÖÜɯËÖÕɀÛɯÞÈÕÛɯÛÖɯÔÐÚÚȵɯɯ!ÖàȮɯÛÏÌɯÚÜÔÔÌÙɯÙÌÈÓÓàɯ

flies by when you put it in the context of fly -ÐÕÚȵɯɯ6ÌɯÏÈÝÌÕɀÛɯÏÈËɯÔÜÊÏɯÍÓàÐÕÎɯÛÐÔÌɯÏÌÙÌɯÐÕɯÚÖÜÛÏÌÙÕɯ

Illinois , but we hope that changes, as we go through the next few weeks.  Short Wings should be seen and 

heard!  An opportunity to showcase our airplanes has been offered at Oshkosh, where Short Wings will 

have premier parking in the Vintage camping area!  This is  a terrific opportunity to share our love of 

2ÏÖÙÛɯ6ÐÕÎÚȮɯÈÚɯÞÌÓÓɯÈÚɯÛÖɯ×ÙÖÔÖÛÌɯÖÜÙɯÊÓÜÉȭɯɯ(ÍɯàÖÜɀÙÌɯÐÕÛÌÙÌÚÛÌËȮɯÊÖÕÛÈÊÛɯ)ÌÙÙàɯ(ÚÉÌÓÓɯȹƚƕƘ-440-0360) to get 
one of the last available spaces.   

Rest assured, there will be plenty of premier parking at DKX, so  ÎÌÛɯàÖÜÙɯ×ÓÈÕÌɯÙÌÈËàȮɯÈÕËɯËÖÕɀÛɯ

forget your tie -downs or your co-pilot!  J   

   

  

 

 

 Our membership as of May 31, 2009 includes (in no particular order) the 

following folks:  

 
Keith and Mary Beth Sargent, Jim & Candy Butler, Bobby & Nancy Irby, Paul & 

Vickey Bale, Tom & Alva Brent, David Brown, Ken & Bonnie Eckel, Steve & Kim 

Marcozzi, Jim & Martha Passalacqua, Delton Perry, Gilbert & Barbara Pierce, Ron 

Spence, Stan Stone, Curt & Rolls Ammons , Kenny & Patti Brown, David & Deb 

Geiger, Jim & Beth Hudgin, Larry & Jenny Jenkins, Ron & Jackie Collier, Frank 

Sperandeo, Ray and Charlotte Lynn, and Joe Fleeman 

Membership dues are once again kindly asked for. Please remember that your dues payment is for the 

calendar year 2009. I need to point out that your dues to this organization do not qualify as a bona fide 

charitable contribution!   

 

 

Notes From The Bean Counter                   David Geiger, Treasurer  

Notes From The Note-Taker      Deb Geiger, Sec. and Editor 
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President:    Tom Brent     president@fly-4-fun.net     662-223-6257 
Vice President:  Kenny Brown     vicepresident@fly-4-fun.net     931-766-1794 
Secretary/Editor: Deb Geiger     secretary@fly-4-fun.net  618-684-3151 
Treasurer:  Dave Geiger     treasurer@fly-4-fun.net    618-684-3151                 

 Webmaster:  Curt Ammons    webmaster@fly-4-fun.net     662-429-8558 
 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
                               
 

 
  

    Knoxville Downtown Island (DKX) 
Site of our Smoky Mountain High for the 
  2009 Short Wing Piper Convention! 

 
 
 

FOOD!  The eats look yummy at The Brewery, which Iõm sure will become a favorite haunt 
for convention-goers! 

 

             
                         No one should go hungry!                Jim Butler and Mac Barksdale debate dessert! 

How to contact your TN SWPC òOssifersó 

Call your òossifersó with any questions about the 
Tennessee SWPC  or to purchase patches or decals!  

Weõll be happy to help! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
 

2009 TN SWPC Schedule of Fly-in Events! 
 

 

June 29-July 2 SWPC International Convention (DKX)  

July  Time Off for Good Behavior 

August  15  Hotter  ɀÕ 'ÌÓÓɯ!!0ȱ+ÈÞÙÌÕÊÌÉÜÙÎȮɯ3-ɯ

(2M2) 

September 19 Open 

October 17  South Eas t 1ÌÎÐÖÕÈÓɯȱȭȭËÌÛÈÐÓÚɯÛÖɯÉÌɯ

determined (KY?)  

November 21 Open 
 

PARTING SHOTS!   -- The Four Fs, Explained!  
 

mailto:president@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:vicepresident@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:secretary@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:treasurer@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:webmaster@fly-4-fun.net
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FRIENDS!  Thatõs what itõs all about!  Getting together with folks who share a passion for 
flying, especially Short Wings! 

 

                 
        Weõre so glad to have Mark and Becky Hruz join us!           Was this an early Fatherõs Day event for 
                   Jim and Brent Hudgin?    
       
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
          

    Hereõs our Education Foundation Director, Larry Jenkins,  
discussing business with Convention Chairman, Gilbert Pierce. 
 
 
 

FUN!  Whatõs more fun than a reunion with our mascot, Lady Booger! 
 

    
Paul Bale ran into Lady Booger on a visit   Just a FYI!  Dogs arenõt the only critters 
  to Athens and she was sporting                   who enjoy a lighter look for the warm  
         a new summer haircut!       months!  This is Buster Geiger! 
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FLYING!  There wouldnõt be a Short Wing Piper Club without airplanes! 
 

           
Jim Millerõs unique Navy Colt and Jim Butlerõs Candy Stripe Pacer, alongside Kenny and Patti Brownõs Tripacer,                      
make for a colorful display! 
 

  
 
Short Wings, including Mark and Becky Hruzõs Tripacer, prepare to take off after a productive and enjoyable 
gathering! 

 
 
 

         
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jim Hudginõs Vagabond is tied down and staying put!    Mac Barksdaleõs Clipper is settled in for the afternoon! 

 
 

                                  
 

Hereõs President Tomõs TriPacer,  94-Charlie!        The Browns arrive in their red & white TriPacer! 


