
From The Lead Position                                                            Tom Brent, Chapter President                                        

Sometimes it takes a village to 

push a van! 

  Charlie Nelson & Janie 

shared great stories! 
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3ÏÐÚɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯ2ÖÜÛÏɯ$ÈÚÛɯ1ÌÎÐÖÕÈÓɯȹ2$1ȺɯÍÓà-in held in Athens, TN was, 

as we have come to expect, a resounding success.  Fair weather over the 

entire region provided a good start to a really enjoyable weekend.  Although 

ceilings were not a limitation for me,  headwinds dictated that I made my 

flight from Ripley, MS at low (sightseeing) altitude.  I had located a source of 

mogas enroute at Jasper, TN (KAPT) which was a minimal diversion from the 

greater circle, minimum distance, course to Athens (MMI).  The air port at 

Jasper is nestled in between precipitous ridges that mark the western foothills 

of the Smoky Mountains, so I flew down valleys, flanked by bright red and 

black stuff on my GPS, on my approach to final for the runway there.  A 

genuine human being, fortuitously doing some aviation maintenance at that time, met me so I was 

in luck.. the mogas pump is not self -serve.   

Some forty minutes later I turned onto final at MMI.  On the grass next to the taxiway a bevy 

of ShortWings was already in attendance.  A couple, Jim Miller in his Navy Colt and Mark Hruz 

with his son from Sky Ranch by Knoxville came just for the day and d eparted later in the afternoon.  

All the others, ten planes and twenty souls were there for the 

duration of the weekend.  Paul and Vickey Bale had planned 

and proceeded to execute a wonderful series of events for us.  

The Swift Museum Association made a couple of vans 

available for getting us to the hotel and other 

ÝÌÕÜÌÚȱȱ3ÏÌÚÌɯÝÌÏÐÊÓÌÚɀɯɁÈÐÙÞÖÙÛÏÐÕÌÚÚɂɯÐÚÚÜÌÚɯÞÌÙÌɯÐÕɯ

themselves the source of much mirth and entertainment for us 

all.   Saturday saw us all visiting the caves and subterranean 

ÓÈÒÌɯÈÛɯɁ+ÖÚÛɯ2ÌÈɂɯÍÖÓÓÖÞÌËɯÉàɯÈɯÛÖÜÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯ,ÈàÍÐÌÓËɯ#ÈÐÙàɯ

and ice cream factory, consummated with an obligatory double 

scoop ice cream cone.  Lastly, we spent an hour or so 

wandering through downtown Athens where they were 

ÏÈÝÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÈÕÕÜÈÓɯ/ÜÔ×ÒÐÕɯ%ÌÚÛÐÝÈÓȱȭɯ6ÐÛÏɯÕÖÛ much 

time for a rest, it was time for dinner catered at the hotel.  

The after dinner speaker was Charlie Nelson founder and 

head of the Swift Museum Association that is based at MMI.  

He regaled us for the rest of the evening with some history 

of Swift ai rcraft production and their rescue and 

×ÙÌÚÌÙÝÈÛÐÖÕȱȭɯ×ÓÜÚɯÐÕÕÜÔÌÙÈÉÓÌɯÏÜÔÖÙÖÜÚɯÈÕÌÊËÖÛÌÚɯÈÉÖÜÛɯ

his life in aviation.  It had been a long day crammed with 

ÈÊÛÐÝÐÛÐÌÚɯÚÖɯÌÝÌÙàÉÖËàɯÞÈÚɯÙÌÈËàɯÛÖɯÙÌÛÐÙÌɯÍÖÙɯÈɯÎÖÖËɯÕÐÎÏÛɀÚɯÚÓÌÌ×ȭɯɯɯ

Next morning, after breakfast  at the hotel we asked our trusty vans to serve us one last time to 

return us to the airport.  Pre -flights, fueling and adieus were duly performed including a paw shake 
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TN Shorthand                Deb Geiger, Secretary- Editor  

ÍÖÙɯɁ!ooÎÌÙɂɯÛÏÌɯÈÔÐÈÉÓÌɯÈÐÙ×ÖÙÛɯËÖÎȱȭɯÈÕËɯÍÖÙɯÔÌɯÈɯÓÈÚÛɯØÜÐÊÒɯ×ÈÚÚɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏɯÛÏÌɯ2ÞÐÍÛɯ,useum 

ÞÏÌÙÌȮɯÐÕÊÐËÌÕÛÈÓÓàȮɯ(ɯ×ÜÙÊÏÈÚÌËɯÈɯÉÖÖÒɯȹɁ ɯ'ÜÕÎÌÙɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯ2ÒàɂȺɯÞÙÐÛÛÌÕɯÉàɯ2×ÈÙÒàɯ!ÈÙÕÌÚɯ2ÈÙÎÌÕÛɯ

a SWPC member and daughter-in-law of TN Chapter members Keith and Mary Beth Sargent.   I was 

too busy navigating and talking to ATC on my return flight to Mississippi to start reading it right 

then but the delay was minimal because with a nice tailwind I was home in just two hours.  

Next month Alva and I shall be your hosts at Ripley, MS (25M) November 15.   Bring your 

ÚÜÎÎÌÚÛÐÖÕÚɯÍÖÙɯÕÌßÛɯàÌÈÙɀÚɯ"ÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯÍly-ÐÕɯÓÖÊÈÛÐÖÕÚȭɯɯɯ2ÌÌɯàɀÈÓÓɯÛÏÌÕɯÈÕËɯÛÏÌÙÌȭɯɯ,ÌÈÕÞÏÐÓÌɯÍÓàɯÚÈÍÌÓàȭ 

 

Happy Halloween to all my fellow Short Wingers!  (Notice the 

×ÜÔ×ÒÐÕɯÊÖÓÖÙɯÖÍɯÛÏÐÚɯÐÚÚÜÌȵɯ(ɀÔɯÕÖɯÓÖÕÎÌÙɯÊÙÈÝÐÕÎɯÊÏÖÊÖÓÈÛÌȱÕÖÞɯ(ɀÔɯ

craving pie!)   

In looking back through all the wonderful pictures of the SE 

1ÌÎÐÖÕÈÓȮɯ(ɀÔɯÙÌÔÐÕËÌËɯÖÍɯÑÜÚÛɯÏÖÞɯÔÜÊÏɯ#ÈÝÐËɯÈÕËɯ(ɯÌÕÑÖàɯÉÌÐÕÎɯ×ÈÙÛɯ

of this group  and how very mu ch we like you guys and gals!  Our 2-

day event was pure joy from the first moment to the last and that is a 

testament to the people associated with this aviation club.  Whether you fly a Short Wing, a shorter 

wing, or any kind of wing, Piper brought us all  ÛÖÎÌÛÏÌÙȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɀÚɯÍÙÐÌÕËÚÏÐ×ɯÛÏÈÛɯÒÌÌ×ÚɯÜÚɯÊÖÔÐÕÎɯ

ÉÈÊÒɯÍÖÙɯÔÖÙÌȵɯɯ8ÖÜɯÔÐÎÏÛɯÕÖÛɯÍÓàɯÈÛɯÈÓÓɯÈÛɯÛÏÌɯÔÖÔÌÕÛȮɯÉÜÛɯÐÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÔÈÛÛÌÙȭɯɯ6ÌɀÙÌɯÒÐÕËÙÌËɯÚ×ÐÙÐÛÚȭɯɯ 

.ÜÙɯÎÙÈÊÐÖÜÚɯÏÖÚÛÚȮɯ/ÈÜÓɯÈÕËɯ5ÐÊÒÌàɯ!ÈÓÌȮɯÏÜÔÉÓàɯÚÛÈÛÌËɯÛÏÈÛɯÐÛɯÞÈÚÕɀÛɯÛÏÈÛɯÔÜÊÏɯÞÖÙÒɯÛÖɯ

put together this Regional.  While we all agree that they make it look easy, we know that so much 

planning and preparation goes into making an event so 

successful. They managed to give a large group of people 

interesting activities, great accommodations, a fascinating 

speaker, delicious food and treats, and ample time to enjoy each 

ÖÛÏÌÙɀÚɯÊÖÔ×ÈÕàȭɯɯ3ÏÈÛɯËÖÌÚÕɀÛɯÑÜÚÛɯÏÈ××ÌÕȱÛÏÌàɯmade it 

happen, and for that we all thank  you, Paul and Vickey, for a 

terrific SE Regional! I also want to thank Larry Jenkins, Marshall 

Teaff, Tom Brent, Frank Sperandeo and my hubby, David, for 

ÚÏÈÙÐÕÎɯÛÏÌÐÙɯ×ÏÖÛÖÎÙÈ×ÏÚȭɯɯ(ɀÔɯÚÜÙÌɯàÖÜɀÓÓɯÈÓÓɯÌÕÑÖàɯÙÌÓÐÝÐÕÎɯÖÜÙɯÝÐÚÐÛɯÛÖɯ ÛÏÌÕÚȮɯ3ÌÕÕÌÚÚÌÌɯÛÏÙÖÜÎÏ 

the pictures!  

Now our attention turns to the 2009 convention and plans are shaping up nicely!  Our 

Convention Chair persons, Gilbert and Barbara Pierce, gave us a rundown on the plans so far, and 

we had some very good discussion on topics such as buffet versus 

sit-down meal at the banquet, the cost of each meal with various 

numbers of entrees, complimentary rooms and how they could be 

used to offset the cost of the banquet, sightseeing activities, 

website, logo, volunteer openings, and guest speakers, to name a 

few!  We are in need of seminar presenters, both aviation-oriented, 

as well as some seminars that non-flyers would enjoy.  Lots of 

ideas were kicked around and these will generate some new 

convention activities, no doubt.  Our convention website wil l be up and running shortly and you can 

go there to get all the juicy details of the Smoky Mountain High !   
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-ÌßÛɯÔÖÕÛÏȮɯÖÕɯ2ÈÛÜÙËÈàȮɯ-ÖÝÌÔÉÌÙɯƕƙȮɯÞÌɯÞÐÓÓɯÔÌÌÛɯÐÕɯ/ÙÌÚÐËÌÕÛɯ3ÖÔɀÚɯÕÌÊÒɯÖÍɯÛÏÌɯÞÖÖËÚɯ

and continue our planning for a  terrific 2009 Convention.  Mark your calendars and join us in 

1Ð×ÓÌàȮɯ,ÐÚÚÐÚÚÐ××ÐȮɯÛÖɯÏÌÓ×ɯÜÚɯ×ÓÈÕɯÖÜÙɯ"ÏÈ×ÛÌÙɯÔÌÌÛÐÕÎɯÚÊÏÌËÜÓÌɯÍÖÙɯÛÏÌɯÕÌßÛɯàÌÈÙȭɯɯ3ÏÈÛɀÚɯÈÓÞÈàÚɯÈɯ

tricky chore, so we need your help and suggestions!  Until then, enjoy the skies and dodge those 

clouds! 

 

 

 

 

 

Our membership as of September 30, 2008 includes (in no particular order) the following folks:  

 

Curt Ammons, Bill Schmitz, Tom Brent, Kenny Brown, Ron Collier, 

Frank Civera, David Geiger, Jim Hudgin, Bobby Irby, Larry Jenkins, 

Ray Lynn, Gilbert Pierce, Keith Sargent, Gary Scheve, Ron Spence, 

Jim Passalacqua, Jim Miller, Larry StanleyȮɯ)ÖÏÕɯɁ)ÈÊÒɂɯ#ÖËÚÖÕȮɯ2ÛÈÕɯ

Stone, John Hayden, Delton Perry, Jim Butler, Frank Sperandeo, Paul 

Bale, Steve Marcozzi, and Ken Eckel. 
 
 
 
 

President:    Tom Brent     president@fly-4-fun.net     662-223-6257 

Vice President:  Kenny Brown    vicepresident@fly-4-fun.net     931-766-1794 

Secretary/Editor: Deb Geiger     secretary@fly-4-fun.net   618-684-3151 

Treasurer:  Dave Geiger     treasurer@fly-4-fun.net    618-684-3151                 

Webmaster:  Curt Ammons    webmaster@fly-4-fun.net     662-429-8558 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact your TN SWPC òOssifersó 

Call your òossifersó 
with any questions 

about the Tennessee 
SWPC  or to purchase 

patches or decals!  
Weõll be happy to 

help! 

Notes From The Bean Counter                       David Geiger, Treasurer  

mailto:president@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:vicepresident@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:secretary@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:treasurer@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:webmaster@fly-4-fun.net
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Arriving at Athens ~ With beautiful weather all around, Short Wings, as well as low wings, high wings, and no 
wings began arriving at McMinn County (MMI) Friday afternoon.  After tying down and unloading luggage, we all 
strolled over to the hangar, donated by the airport for our private use, and proceeded to get reacquainted!  Food and 
beverages were provided by our hosts, Paul and Vickey, and I believe there were some other goodies also contributed 
by a few others ð yummy! 
 

                               
         The grassy knoll!                                   Jim, Tom, David & Steve                             Lots of pretty planes! 
                                                   looking for shade. 
 

                                
        Our Meet and Greet!  Kenny & Patti Brownõs            All tied down and goinõ                        

beautiful Tripacer!                                               nowhere!  
 
The Swift Museum ~ We had the privilege of touring the museum, which is located on the airfield and is well 
worth the visit!  Charlie Nelson and his friends have worked very hard to preserve and collect these gorgeous 
airplanes and they have the very first Swift ever produced! 
 

                                                 
A real antique ð beautiful!                              The first Swift produced!                             Polished until she gleams! 
 

                                      
  Our gaggle at the Swift         Jim & Lori Laird                   Kenny & Patti Brown 
          Museum 
 
 
 

PARTING SHOTS!  Scenes from the SE Regional! 
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Ruby Tuesdays ~ Right down the street from our hotel was our dinner destination, so at the appointed time we 
met in the lobby, strolled down the street and had a feast!  Some of us even had dessert!   
 

                               
    We want food!                                           We filled two lively tables!                            Chaperone Deb with  
                                                                                                                                                 Franko and Tom 
 

                              
 Lori isnõt taking Franko and                      Lenora & Marshall are thinking                Steve & Kim share a story with 
        David very seriously!                                  about dessert!                                                 Jackie! 
 

                                                                                                 
 
 
The Lost Sea, Mayfield Dairy, and Pumpkin Festival ~ We dressed warmly to tour the Lost Sea, but once we 
began the climb back to the top, we were shedding our jackets!  The dairy was also chilly, so hats off to Paul & Vickey 
for thinking of neat, cool places to visit on a hot day! 
 

                          

Barbara and Kenny made 
great choices for dessert!  
You canõt go wrong with 
chocolate, strawberries, 

whipped cream and           
ice cream! 


