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From The Lead Position Tom Brent, Chapter President

Another annual SWPC convention has entered the
realm of history. | am back home attempting to rest and recuperate
as far as is possible with the 4th of Julyholidays and a house filled
with kids and grandkids , not to mention transient friends.

However, | shall start at the beginning with my departure
from the Sibley-Selmer, TN, Airport early on Sunday morning 22nd
June. Refueling at Greenville, IL they told me a nice red Clipper
had been there within the last hour and advised me that my next
fuel stop at Savannah, IL might be ill advised because of flooding
in the area. So, | maodified my plan and headed for Mineral Point,
6 (whPl I Ul w( wbEUwUGQ&duple frdinuénkesgseedrmausihBritil red Clipper. Gilbert and
Barbara must have left just before the rain hit the airport as | landed. The FBO weather radar showed
showers of varying intensities building up all over Wisconsin en -route to Cable, sol waited and
equivocated for about an hour before resuming flight. Had it not been for
my new (rented) Garmin 496 with (almost) real -time XM radar, | would
not have ventured into what looked quite ominous at the FBO. Using the
zoom function of the Garmin , however, | was able to see the openings
between showers and steer well clear of the heavier precip. | stopped short
Ol w" EEOT wOOwUOx wUxwhbbDUT w3+t 8 Nkwhyy+
told a couple in a gorgeous red Clipper had stopped by earlier in the
afternoon. And so, after a relatively uneventful, headwinds all the way,
flight of just over 8 hours in the air, | landed at Cable (3CU). The runway is just a couple of hundred feet
from the Telemark Lodge and golf carts were available, so | quickly transferred my stuff from plane to
room and found the bar where | had a well -deserved beer and vitals.

Next day, Monday, the official first day of the convention | was out bright and early shooting
photos of the earlier arrivals already parked along the sides of the runway and catching the occasional
new arrivals as they touched down. The process of remeeting old friends and meeting new ones was
well under way. Tennessee Chapter attendees included Barbara and Gilbert Pierce, Candy and Jim Butler
and Jim Hudgin.
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Next day, Tuesday, we were bussed to the nearbytown of
Hayward where after exploring the shops and getting a bite of lunch we
reassembled to take in an impressive show of logging skills by a group
of athletic and entertaining young lumberjacks. After that we had a
tour of the local fish museum before heading back to the lodge for a fish
fry supper. To top off the day, a young naturalist from the Cable Natural History Museum gave a talk
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on the wolf population that has been reestablished in Wisconsin in recent years. A sizeable crowd
including many yo ungsters were crowded round the campfire. Several of the future Short Wing Piper
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Wednesday morning brought more seminars and th e poker run. For those not doing the poker

run there was transportation to Madeleine Island in Lake Superior about 40 miles to the north. A ferry
took people and cars across the water. Some of us decided to fly to the
airstrip on the island where one of the convention shuttle vans ran us into
town. This was a day for folks to do their own thing. Eventually
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any one was marooned on the Island.

And so we came to the last day, Thursday. There was a morning
session to select locations for the 2010 and 2011 conventions and Tom
Gifford and David Luse gave presentations about Knoxville, the site for
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selections were Dayton, Ohio in 2010 and
Spearfish, South Dakota in 2011 and Price, Utah in 2012.
Franco Sperandeo was reelected Vice President, as was our own
Dave Geiger for Treasurer. And so on to the evening banquet. The
highlight for me clearly was the keynote speech by Paul Poberezny who
retraced his auspicious life experiences with aeroplanesand people
connected with aviation with both humor and humility. His wife who
joined him on the podium after his talk completed the picture. The
evening flew by after that. Awards were awarded. Our own Jim Hudgin
picked up the Grand Champion Award, as well as an award for the oldest Piper, with his impeccable
Vagabond. Thanks were expressed to those who contributed to making this
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party and sing along. | for one was looking to rest for an early start home
next day.
In fact the weather thwarted my attempt to make it in one day. A
line of severe weather built up early in the day along the Mississippi from
northern lllinois down to Arkansas and even though | managed to weave a
Ancther Grand Cis TR cqurse between the heaviest buildups | kept deviating further. west of r.n.y
TN Chapter! Congrats, Jm intended course. Eventually | needed to stop for fuel, passing my initial
airport choice because half the runway was under water, and ending up at
St. Charles Airport north of St. Louis. The airfield was abuzz with training activity capitalizing on the
very brisk, gusty cross winds prevaiO D OT wEU wUT T wUPOI 6 wwe OUOwWOUUWEawlOT 1 w?T E
weather for almost 6 hours, | decided to call it a day. The FBO lent me a car for the night and
recommended a closeby Sleep Inn that gave aviators a $30 discount. Next morning | high tailed it back
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before.

Paul and Audrey Pobere.
gave an inspiring talk.
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people who come together to celebrate our particular breed of flying machines, that makes each
convention an almost inevitable success.
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Short Wing Shorthand Deb Geiger, Secretary/Newsletter Editor

Greetings, Short Wingers! Summer is upon us and that usually
means great flying weather. | hope you have a chance to take to the skies and
do some cloud dodging. David and | got to do a bit of that as we attemptedo
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the way. Nothing dangerous, but inconvenient and uncomfortable,
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We made certain to be in the air at the earliest possible moment,

hoping to avoid those typical afternoon pop -up thunderstorms that were predicted. Everything was
going according to plan and we made our first fuel stop in Rock Falls, lllinois (Whiteside). The FBO is
really terrific, great facilities, helpful people, and we ran into two very nice Short
Wing members, Harry Spell and William Havener, who hangar there and at
Dixon, lllinois, s o naturally we had to spend a few minutes discussing Short :
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was great to meet them! Before we
left David tried to work on an
issue that was causing me some :
grief ¢+ a front heating vent that The scentown of Rock Fall;
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Our next fuel stop was planned for Eau Claire, WI, but we diverted to La Crosse because of wind

gusts and a more favorable runway. The FBO at La Crosse is a very nicebuilding, but the attitudes of the
linemen were less impressive. | hate to say that, ) UwBD Uz Uwi Obwpkl wi 1l OU6 ww( wUOT DOOwWUT
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woman at the desk was more pleasant, especially after we spent 3 hous in her company. We knew we
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to Rock Falls, where the hospitality was much more gracious (offer of
a hangar and acar), or take advantage of incredible tailwinds and

go back home in under 4 hours. Since we had the heating vent
issue, as well as alternator idiosyncrasies, we opted to get back to
our home base. We had ganned to arrive in Cable Sunday
afternoon, stay Monday and possibly Tuesday, so an already-

short trip was cut even shorter, which also influenced our

decision. At 9:00 p.m. we were on final to land at Carbondale

(MDH) when | experienced my first total el ectrical failure! | really The end of a long and hotjourr‘
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which we refer to asthe $500 Coke!
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Pizza Fly-In at Hotel 75! Saturday, July 19, 2008 Larry Jenkins, Co-Host

HelloFellow Short Wingers,

I guess | am a glutton for punishment, but | volunteered to host the July Pizza Fly-In at H 75 on
Saturday, uly 19. | persuaded Curt Ammons to assist, and together we want to put on a big event. If
you have any love for the Short Wing Pipers you are invited. How big is our invitation? Well, | asked
Tom Brent to pass the word of invitation at the conventio n in Cable. | am sure there are a lot of people
who love Short Wing Pipers, that are not in our chapter, that we can invite. | am suggesting the
invitation be open to anyone in our area. We would love to have them attend our gathering, so bring
them on!!!!
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PMA approved, and it is one of the greatest pilot enhancements known to aviation. They are automatic,
and when they kick in it usually occurs about 5 nautical miles from an airport. All the boiler gauges go to
zero, and things get a little serious in the cockpit. The pilot finds the nose of the Short Winger pitching
down and the back pressure on the stick or yoke is exhausting. You will not have to worry about your

S e ey heading, as the AFF has already kicked in. Once you get the Short
Wing trimmed out, you will see the airport dead ahead. Do not
announce that your AFF is operating, as this is obvious by your line of
flight. Upon arrival at H 75, we will have someone monitoring 122.8 if
you need directions. Usually the wind favors runway 14. Think about
the runway being the dot of a question mark. From the dot on the

H7568 You can smell pizza  duestion mark, (?) follow up the ques tion mark around to our hangar.
when you fly overhead! We will try to have balloons on the taxiway to have you follow around
to our hangar. That is where the excitement and pizza will be. The AFF
will automatically reset when the engine is restarted.

If you want to RON, | hav e asked Curt to address your questions or concerns.

It is such a joy to live in a fly -in community, and we want you to meet our neighbors and see one
or two projects that are going on. | have the Clipper in restoration, and Julian Smith has a Bearhawk
und er construction. With his new RV 8 he won the 2006 workmanship quick build kit award at Oshkosh.
You will enjoy meeting him and his wife, Dee. Remember, the RVs are short wingers too. Also, one of
my ideas is to recruit more members into the Short Wing Piper organization, and | know there are some
interested parties that are coming to look at our club.

The hangar has a large bay with a swamp cooler fan, so we will have a comfortable place to hang
out and eat pizza. | will have my air conditioned shop available for the ladies or anyone else who needs
to be in a cooler space. My wife, Jenny, has never been to a Short Wing event, and she has expressed
interest in being involved. So, ladies, | am making a special invitation to you.

We do not have fuel available at the FBO, butTunica isa short hop and they give about the best
pricein our area. We know the contingencies of flying to such an event, but | t hink the weather will
cooperate for us. It would be most helpful if you would give us an RSVP. You can use my hotmail
address, h75larry@hotmail.com or give us a call at 902212-2849. You can also email Curt at
cdammons@fly-4--fun.net. The more that come, the more pizza selection we can order. We have great
pizza in Hernando. Early arrivals are welcome and we can have the pizzaready by noon. | have
another offer: if anyone gets stranded here dueto weather, we have a few nights of free hangar space at
Eagle Ridge, which is about 6 nautical milesto our east. It is going to be great to have you at our party!
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Notes from the Bean Counter! David Geiger, Treasurer

Our membership aswfe 30, 20@&ludes the following folks:

Curt Ammons, Bill Schmitz, Tom Brent, Kenny BrowrRRon

Collier, Frank Civera, David GeigerJim Hudgin, Bobby Irby,
Larry Jenkins,Ray Lynn,Gilbert Pierce, KeithSargent, Gary |
Scheve, Rorgpence, Jim Passalacqua, Jim Miller, Larry Stanley-
and we welcome new member John=
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The financial reptrtougldune 2008:

Jan - Jun
08
Ordinary Income/Expense
Income
Membership Dues 180.00
Donations 45.00
Sales 2.00
Interest 6.28
Total Income 233.28
A wind farm on t Expense
dondt read any Convention Prizes 100.00
Web Site 45.00
Total Expense 145.00
Net Ordinary Income 88.28
Cash on Hand 860.86

~ In Memory ~

We mourn the passing of two treasured members, Bob Mills and Frank Zarski.

Bob and his wife, Eleanor, have been publishing the Short Wing Piper News since 1986 andwere
inducted into the Hall of Honor in 2006. Bob flewhis TrB/ EET Uw? 3 UDx1 a2 wOOwOEOawlUbx U
SWPC conventions, where he and Eleanor could be seen taking pictures and gathering information for
the News. Bob was also in charge of advertising for the News.

Frank and his wife, Vicki, had a Tripacer which they flew to many of our chapter events over the
years. They organized and hosted the South East Regional flyin on behalf :
of the TN chapter in Chattanooga in 2002. President Tom remembers a
riverboat ride with dinner on the Tennessee River as the finale to 36 hours
jammed with events for everyone. Frank had had polio in his youth, but
one would barely know it except for a cane that he carried. Tom figures it e
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Both of these fine men will be missed by our Short Wing Frak (right) e

community and our thoughts and prayers are with their families at this homemade ice credith Kenny
time. Brown and P
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Contact your TN SWPC 0O0Ossi

President: Tom Brent president@f#¥fun.net 6622236257
Vice President: Kenny Brown vicepresident@#fun.net 9317661982
Secretary/Editor: Deb Geiger secretary @f#fun.net 6186843151
Treasurer: Dave Geiger treasurer@fig-fun.net 6186843151
Webmaster: Curt Ammons webmaster@#ffun.net 6624298558

Short Wing Pipers

and friends alwo bedutful birésé t mo Bu Gt e e t
Candy StrigedJ i m Huydllayi n 0 s
Vagabond!

A rainboven routé¢o
Cable!



mailto:president@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:vicepresident@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:secretary@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:treasurer@fly-4-fun.net
mailto:webmaster@fly-4-fun.net

